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First dssembly of the World Council of Churches 
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Keports of the Sections and Committees : 


eee ene ere 


It is impossible to give a detailed account here of the reports of 
the Sections. The discussions in the plonary sessions showed how seriously 
he Committees has gone into the Revorts, which will bear fruit for a long 
time to come in the different churches. The results will become apparent 
later on. Here we can only describe briefly what went on in the different 
sections. 


Section I : The Universel Church in God's Design. 


caren: ree 


the first part of the Report speaks of the unity which has been given 

to the churches, and of the deep differences between them. During the 
discussions the members agreed with what the Report itself said: thet it 
was inadquate to divide these historical differences into "Catholic" or 
"Protestant". These terms were attempts to describe two tendencies: the 
first of which stressed the visible continuity of the Church, while the 
second emphasised the continual initiative of the living Word of God and 
the answer of faith. As the Report said, it has not been possible ™ to 
represent our whole faith in such a way that it is mutually acceptable". 


There are, however, points of far-reaching agreement, both concerning 
the understonding of the nature of the Church and concerning the mission- 
ary task. Within the limits of this agreement the Report recognises the 

possibility and the necessity of working towards a deeper understand ing 
of the differences and of their solution. Many problems cut right across 
all the confessions, and in spite of cur divisions we cannot abolish the 
unity that does exist. "Although we cannot unite, God does not allow us 
to remain divided". A further paragraph of the Report speaks of "the 
glory and the shame of the churches" and the Report ands with a positive 
recognition of the work of the World Council of Churches, whose existence 
reveals that in spite of their divisions the churches are responsible for 
one another in the eyes of God and men. 
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The discussion in the plenary session again revealed the burning 
faith with which the Younger Churches from the East stress the Unity 
of the Body of Christ, in face of all our divisions. 


Section in 2 oa es Desien end the Vhurchts Witness. 

This Report was concerned with the Church's witness in the world. 
It examined the @ifficulties of evengelism, duc both to historical and 
social traditions and to the state of the world today. It described the 
relations between divine service and witness in everyday life, and 
stressed the importance of the work of laymen and of evangelisation. 
The Report ends by saying that "God mokes use of His Christians as 
imperfect instruments", but that what matters is that "the instruments 
should be avaihable for His use." ; 


Section TI : The Church and the Disorder of Society. 
This Report deals with the problems erising out of the disorder of 
human society. People have come to realise that a change of social 
system is not entirely good, but also gives rise to fresh evils. It is 
the task of the Churches to analyse the economic and political situation 
of humanity, and through their witness to show men and women their 
place in society, as free persons who are responsible to God and to the 
their neighbour. 


The sections in this Report about Communism and Capitalisin will be 

read carefully. The Section has not adopted a merely negative attitude 

towards Communism, but has endeavoured to see that Communism "has 
arisen in every situation of injustice and uncertainty, in which the 
churches are also involved". The problem is over-simplified if it is 
expressed in the formula: Communism or Capitalism. The Church has de- 
finite questions to bring up in criticism of Marxist Communism. The 
social function of the Church consists not only in setting an example 
for the renewal of the order of society, but also in teaching its mem- 
bers to make the right decisions about their own responsibilities. 


Section IV ;: The Shurch and the International Disorder. 


This Report was closely connectei with $hetmhanté#s dedtwith in 
Section III. It is a particularly penetrating witness of the Church 
concerning political and social problems. We quote the titles of the 
sections of this Report : 


I. War is contrary to the Will of God. II. Peace requires an attack 
on the causes of conflict between the powers, III. The nations of the 
world must acknowledge the rule of law. IV. The observance of Human 
Rights end Fundamental Freedoms should be encouraged by domestic and 
international action. V. The Churches and all Christian people have 
obligations in the face of International Disorder, 


This was no mere theorising on the part of the Church, as ds shown 
by the Resolutions, which were presented to the Assembly and accepted. 
The four first Resolutions deal with the plight of the refugees. The 
World Council is to give priority to the material and spiritual welfare 

of refugsces, The 
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of refugees. The member-churches are urged to help by opening the doors 
of their countries to immigranbys and looking after them, with special 
regard to the protection of family life. Resolution II authorises the 
Refugee Committee of the World Council to take every possible step to 
arrange for refugees of German origin to receive the protection of the 
U.N.O. Further Resolutions dealt with the questions of the international 
protection of human rights and of religious freedom, aguestions which are 
under discussion at the present time by the political organisations of 


Ts 
USN.O. me aa 


Something must be said briefly about the careful work done by the 
Committees. 


Committee I examined the Constitution and Rules of the World Council 
and presented 44 Recommendations to be decided by the Assembly. 


Committee 2 dealt with questions of the membership and the separate 

Spheres of work of the World Council. New arrangements were made CONC ernsng 
ing applications for membership and the responsibility of the Geneva ; 
Secretariat. The importance of the work of the Study Department was 
emphasised again, and the task of evangelisation. The Publicity Depart- 
ment is to be extended. The new Ecumenical Review is to appear every 

three months and its publication as soon as possible in German end French 
is also envisaged. It was also decided to set up Commissions to deal 
further with the question of the position of Women in the Church, with 

the next Assembly, (the number of its delegates) and relationships with 
other ecumenical Christian organisations. Most important of all is the 
paragraph which stresses once again thet the World Council is no super- 
church and has no authority over its member-churches, but that the unity 
of the World Council (now formed) lies in the love of God in Christ 

which brings every church closer to Him and therefore closer to one 
another. 


Committee 3 was responsible for the administration of the World Council 
and the Budget. The decisions with resard to the Budget provide thet in 
future the member-churches shall all share to a proportionate extent in 
the financial responsibility for the work. 


Committee 4 divided into several sub-committees, and presented reports 
on the Life and Work of Women in the Church, the Significance of Lay- 
Work, the question of the relationship between Christians and Jews, 

and on the work of the Reconstruction Department. The need for mutual 
help within the Church is far from terminated. The list of things sent 
to help the churches in distress is to be examined. The Committee on 
Prisoners of War was particularly thanked for its work during the war, 
and it was decided to maintain a small Commission. The last part of the 
Report contains Resolutions concerning the question of refugees in 
Europe, Palestine (350,000 new refugees) and the Far Hast with its 


millions of homeless people. 
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Message 
The World Council of Churches, meeting at Amsterdam, sends this message 
of greeting to all who are in Christ, and to all who are willing to hear, 


We bless God our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ Who gathers together 
in one the children of God that are scattered ebroad. He has brought us here 
together at Amsterdam. We are one in acknowleding Him as our God and Saviour. 
We are divided from one another not only in matters of faith, order and tra- 
dition, but also by pride of nation, class and race. But Christ has made us 
His ovm, ond He is not divided. In seeking Him we find one another. Here 

at Amsterdam we have committed ourselves afresh to Him, and have convenant- 
ed with one another in constituting this World Council of Churches, We in- 
tend to stay together. We call upon Christian congreecations everywhere to 
endorse and fulfill this covenant in their relations one with another, In 
thankfulmess to God we commit the future to Him. 


When we look to Christ, we see the world ns it is - His world, to which 
He came and for which He died. It is filled both with great hopes and also 
with disillusionment and despair. Some nations are rejoicing in new frecdom 
and power, some are bitter because freedom is denied them, some are paralysed 
by division, and everywhere there is an undertone of fear. There are millions 
who are hungry, millions who have no home, no country and no hope, Over all 
mankind hangs the peril of total war. We have to accept Godts judgment upon 
us for our share in the world's guilt. Often we have tried to serve God and 
mammon, put other loyalties before loyalty to Christ, confused the Gospel 
with our own economic or national or racial interests, and feared war more 
than we have hated it. As we have talked with each other here, we have 
begun to understand how our separation has prevented us from receiving 
correction from one another in Christ, “nd because we lacked this correction 
the world has often heard from us not the Word of God but the words of men. 


But there is a word of God for our world. It is that the world is in 
the hands of the living God, Whose will for it is wholly good; that in 
Christ Jesus, His incarnate Word, Who lived and died and rose from the dead, 
God has broken the power of evil once for all, and opened for cveryone the 
gate into freedom and joy in the Holy Spirit; that the final judgment on 
all human history and on every human deed is the judgment of the merciful 
Christ; and that the end of history will be the triumph of His Kingdom, 

where alone we shall understand how much God has loved the world. This is 
God's unchanging word to the world. Millions of our fellow-men have never 
heard it. As we are met here from many lands, we vray God to stir up His 
whole Church to make this Gospel known to the whole world, and to call on 
all men to believe in Christ, to live in His love and to hope for His coming, 


Our coming together to form a World Council will be vain unless Christ- 
ians and Christian congregations everywhere commit themselves to the Lord of 
the Church in a new effort to seek together, where they live, to be His wit- 
nesses and servants among their neighbours. we have to remind ourselves and 
all men that God has put down the mighty from their seats and exalted the 
humble and meek. We have to learn sfresh together to speak boldly in Christ's 
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name both to those in power end to the people, to ~ppesseterror, cruelty and 
race discrimination, to stend by the outeast, the prisoner and the refugees 
We have to make of the Church in every place a voice for those who have no 
voice, and a home where every men will bo at home. We have to learn afresh 
together what is the duty of the Christian man or woman in ithhetry, in agri- 
culturs, in politics, in the professions and in the home. We have to ask 
Ged to teach us together to say No and to say Yes in truth. No to all that 
flouts the love of Christ, to every system, evory programme and every person 
that treats any men as though he were an irresponsible thing or a means of 
profit, to the defenders of injustice in the name of order, to those who sow 
the seeds of war or urge war as inevitable; Yes, to all that conforms to the 
love of Christ, to all who seek for justice, to the peacemakers, to all who 
hope, fight and suffer for the cause of man, to all who ~ even without 


knowing it - look for new heavens and a new earth wherein dewelleth 2th gens. 
ness, aa 


It is not in man's power to banish sin amt death from the earth, to 
create the unity of the Holy Catholic Church, to conquer the hosts of Satan. 
But it is within the power of God, He hss given us at Easter the certainty 
that His purpose will be accomplished. But, by our acts of obedience and 
faith we can on earth set up signs which point to the coming victory. Til 
the day of that victory our lives are hid with Christ in God, and no earthly 
disillusdon or distress or power of hel] can separate us from Him. As those 
who wait in confidence and joy for their deliveraneco, let us give ourselves 
to those.tasks which lie to our hands, and so set up signs, that men map see, 


Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto Him be 
glory in the Church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end. 


i 
Closing Service 


A very moving closing service was held on Saturday morning in the 
Wester Kerk, gathering for the last time all the participants of the Assem- 
bly. The church was filled to its last capacity. After the liturgy read by 
representatives of various confessions, three short addresses were delivered . 
by Bishop Dibelius of Berlin, Rev.Ralph Soekman of the Methodist Church, USA, 
and Pastor Pierre Maury of Paris, The benediction was given by Rev.o.F.UeJe 
Berkelbach van der Sprenkel of.the Dutch Reformed Church. 
* * OX 
The First Meeting of the Central Committees 


After the closing of the Assembly of the World Council the first meet- 
ing of its Central Committee was held in Woudschoten, near Utrecht, on Sept- 
ember 5 and 6, Sixty-five Church representatives of 22 countries in the five 
continents gathered together in order to discuss various questions of prac- 
tical administration, in the light of Amsterdam. The Central Committee 
adopted various resolutions and decided on certain basic principles. Its 
President is Dr.George Bell, Bishop of Chichester, its vice-president is 
Dr.F.C.Fry, of the Lutheran Church of America. - The Central Committee has 
reappointed Dr. W.A.Visser't Hooft as General Secretary of the W.0.C, The 
latter will be assisted by the following who have accepted the appointment 
of Associate General Secretary: Rt.Rey.Stephen Neill (Geneva), Rev.Robert 
Mackie (Geneva), Rev.Oliver S,Tomkins (London) and Rev.Dr.Henry Leiper, 

New York). - The next meeting of the Central Committee will be held in 
England in 1949. The Executive Committe will aiso meet in the course of 
1949. The next Assembly of the World Council of Churches will be held in 


the United States in 195%. : . EPS Geneva 
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